Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.086; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.7.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2012 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2012) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: KP2453).
sup-1
Acta Cryst. (Li et al., 1995) , aziridine-containing natural products such as mitomycin C, dibenzyl aziridine-2,3-dicarboxylate, N-(diethylphosphonopropionyl)-2-hydroxymethylaziridine, aziridinylbenzoquinones are potent antitumor and antibiotic agents (Sheldon et al., 1999; Danshiitsoodol et al.,2006; Vicik et al., 2006; Keniche et al., 2011; Lee et al.,1992; Ngo et al., 1998) . Furthermore chiral aziridine derivatives offer a combination of reactivity, synthetic flexibility, and atom economy that is commonly employed in heterocyclic chemistry for the preparation of important pharmaceutical products like effective antiretroviral drugs used in the treatment of the human immunodeficiency virus (Kim et al., 2001) . (Table 1) . Along these chains, the nitro phenyl groups are located on the same side in an isotactic way (Fig. 2) . Accordingly, the chain structure is additionally stabilized by an intermolecular NO 2 ···π interaction, namely N12-O14···C g iv [symmetry code: iv: distances in water molecule were restrained to be equal with standard deviation 0.02, the actual value of these distances was free to refine. The absolute structure was set by reference to the known chirality of the carbon atom bearing the hydroxymethyl group, namely C2 (note that the Cahn-Ingold-Prelog designation at C2 atom is reversed by comparison with that of the starting material due to the change in priority of the substituents). Hooft parameter is poorly defined 0.1 (6), however examination of the Bijvoet pairs using the likelihood methods (Hooft et al., 2008) confirms that the absolute configuration had been correctly assigned with probability higher than 0.816.
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2012 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2012) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2012);
program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
Figure 1
Molecular structure showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Absolute structure: The absolute configuration was assigned to agree with that of its precusor at the chiral center C2. 
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